
	

	

Fair	travelling	and	discovering	the	world	–		
Travellers	tell	their	story	

	

Invitation	to	the	2nd	Blogger	Competition	
(for	bloggers	and	all	those	who	wish	to	become	one)	

	
Travel	blogs	are	all	the	rage	−	tourists	look	for	information	about	destinations,	hope	to	get	

insider’s	tips	and	trust	that	blogs	recount	authentic	experiences.	Especially	for	tourists	who	

want	more	 than	 just	 a	 beach	 holiday,	 travel	 blogs	 are	 a	welcome	opportunity	 to	 become	

acquainted	with	the	country	and	its	population	before	the	start	of	a	journey.	It	is	especially	

this	wish	to	 learn	about	−	and	the	respect	towards	−	 the	destination	and	the	people	 living	

there	which	plays	an	important	role	in	sustainable	tourism!	

Every	traveller	can	make	a	responsible,	conscious	choice	of	tour	operator,	accommodation	

and	the	way	of	travelling	and	thus	contribute	to	improving	the	living	conditions	of	the	popu-

lation	in	the	destination,	and	keep	negative	ecological	impacts	of	the	journey	to	a	minimum.	

For	 years,	 Naturefriends	 International	 (NFI)	 has	 been	 championing	 ecologically,	 socio-

culturally	and	economically	sustainable	tourism,	which	provides	the	population	in	the	desti-

nations	with	economic	opportunities.	

	

We	are	looking	for	critical,	humorous,	controversial,	enthralling,...		

blog	entries	on	the	subject	of	"Fair	Travelling".	

We	want	to	encourage	bloggers	to	contribute	to	this	cause	with	their	blog	entries,	to	raise	

tourists'	awareness	for	fair	travelling:	What	did	you	experience?	How	do	you	contribute	to	

fair	tourism?	How	do	you	envision	the	future	of	tourism?	

	A	 jury	 consisting	 of	 experts	 from	NFI	 and	 the	 tourism	 sector	will	 choose	 the	 best	 blog	
entries,	which	will	then	be	published	− 	stating	the	blog	name	− 	on	"tourism_LOG",	NFI's	
platform	for	a	critical	approach	toward	tourism.

Our	tourism_LOG	provides	a	platform	for	a	critical	approach	toward	 the	societal,	ecological	and	eco-
nomic	impact	of	tourism.	What	matters	to	us	 is	respect	towards	people,	nature	and	the	country,	and	
the	 glimpse	 “behind	 the	 scenes”	 of	 the	 tourism	 industry.	 Therefore,	 the	 blog	 also	 serves	 to	 enable	
people	and	“travel	aficionados”	to	delve	into	these	issues	–	without	geographical	borders.	
	
http://tourismlog.wordpress.com	
	



	

	

The	competition	
	
Topics	
	
Blog	articles	can	deal	with	one	or	several	of	
the	following	aspects:		
	

Hit	the	road…	
Travelling	 without	 airplanes?	 Experiencing	
your	holiday	by	bicycle	or	by	canoe?	Taking	
a	round-the-world	trip	by	train?	Hitting	the	
road	on	 foot,	 on	horseback	or	hitchhiking?	
Tell	us	how	you	experience	the	world!		
	

Accommodation	
You	don't	want	 to	 stay	 in	a	big	hotel	block	
at	 the	sea	–	you	think	 there	are	better	op-
tions	 for	 accommodation?	 For	 example,	
living	 in	 a	 tent	 or	 tree	 house,	 or	 using	
Couchsurfing	 to	 experience	 your	 holiday	
destination	 –	 or	 finding	 alternative	 accom-
modation	possibilities	such	as	the	MAGDAS	
hotel	 in	Vienna	which	 is	 run	by	refugees,	a	
Naturefriends	 house	 or	 a	 family-run	 bed	
and	breakfast.		
Where	 do	 you	 relax	 after	 an	 eventful	 holi-
day	day?	Present	your	favourite	spots!	
	

Contact	with	locals	
You	don’t	want	 to	 lie	 on	 the	beach	 all	 day	
long	when	you’re	on	holiday?	You	prefer	to	
get	 to	 know	 local	 culture	 and	 the	 people	
living	there?	How	do	you	get	 in	touch	with	
locals?	How	can	authentic	encounters	 take	
place	 on	 an	 equal	 footing	 and	 in	 what	 re-
spects	have	such	encounters	been	enriching	
for	you?	
We’d	like	to	know	your	experiences!	

	

	

	

What	we	would	like	
We’d	like	your	articles	to	deal	with	tourism	
critically,	 look	 behind	 the	 scenes	 and	 talk	
about	possible	downsides	of	tourism.		
Fair	travelling	does	not	only	involve	thinking	
about	 the	 environmental	 impact,	 but	 also	
about	 how	 tourism	 influences	 the	 local	
population.	
	

Fair	travelling	means	travelling	on		
an	equal	footing	–	

tell	us	how	that	can	work!	
	
Find	 more	 information	 in	 our	 brochure	
„Travelling	Respectfully“.	
	



	

	

Prizes	
Main	prizes	
One	night’s	 stay	at	Hotel	Magdas	 for	two,	
including	 breakfast	 &	 introduction	 course	
for	two	or	two	entries	to	the	climbing	hall	
in	 Vienna	 &	 a	 canoeing	 tour	 with	 Nature-
friends	in	Stockerau.	
	
	
	
	
	
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*	
Five	nights	 for	two	(or	a	 family)	at	 the	Na-
turefriends	House	 St.	 Jakob,	 Isenthal	 (can-
ton	of	Uri	 in	Switzerland),	 including	a	guid-
ed	 summer	 mountain	 tour	 (choosing	 from	
T2-T4).	
	
	
	
	
	
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*	
Two	nights	 for	 two	 (or	a	 small	 family)	 in	a	
small	holiday	 apartment	 in	 Kriens	 (suburb	
of	 Luzern),	 including	 a	 guided	 city	 tour	 of	
Luzern.	
	
	
	
	
	
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*	
Two	nights	at	the	Friends	of	Nature	House	
Kirk	Yetholm	(England).	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Other	prizes	
Two	 one-year	 subscriptions	 to	 the	 maga-
zine	 LEBENSART	–	magazine	for	a	sustaina-
ble	 lifestyle	and	one	gift	 basket	 filled	with	
FAIRTRADE	products.	
	
	
	
	
	

Competition	
The	 jury	 will	 select	 the	 winners	 until	 the	
end	of	November	2016;	the	winners	will	be	
informed	 subsequently.	 The	 jury's	 decision	
is	 final	 and	 incontestable;	 there	 is	 no	 re-
course	to	legal	action.	
	

Rules	for	entry	
Every	 participant	 is	 entitled	 to	 submit	 one	
article.	 The	 articles	 need	 to	 be	 in	German,	
English	or	French	and	may	be	complement-
ed	by	photographs.	By	 submitting	 the	blog	
entries,	 the	 author	 consents	 to	 the	 terms	
and	conditions	of	participation.		
	
All	bloggers	around	the	world	are	eligible	to	
participate.	 Minors	 need	 a	 declaration	 of	
consent	 from	a	parent	or	 legal	 guardian.	 If	
the	 terms	 and	 conditions	 of	 participation	
are	 violated	 against,	 bloggers	 can	 be	 ex-
cluded	without	notice,	even	after	the	end	of	
the	competition.	In	this	case,	awarded	priz-
es	 are	 to	 be	 returned.	 Participation	 is	 free	
of	charge.	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
Publisher:		
Natuefriends	International	
Diefenbachgasse	36	
A-1150	Vienna	

Contents	of	the	articles		
&	rights	of	use	
	
The	blog	entries	need	to	deal	with	(at	least)	
one	 of	 the	 three	 topics	 mentioned	 above.	
Size:	maximum	5,000	characters	plus	a	max-
imum	of	5	photos.	
	
The	participating	bloggers	confirm	that	they	
own	 all	 text	 and	 image	 copyrights	 or	 that	
they	 have	 obtained	 these	 rights.	 Further-
more,	 neither	 text	 nor	 photographs	 must	
infringe	 on	 personal	 rights	 of	 people	 de-
scribed	 or	 depicted.	 Articles	 with	 anti-
constitutional	or	pornographic	contents	and	
articles	 which	 glorify	 violence,	 infringe	 on	
child	 protection	 laws	 or	 contribute	 to	 dis-
crimination	of	minorities	will	be	excluded.		
	
In	 the	 case	of	 a	 claim	by	a	 third	party,	 the	
bloggers	exempt	Naturefriends	Internation-
al	 from	 the	obligation	 to	pay	damages	and	
bear	 the	 costs	 of	 any	 legal	 dispute	 which	
might	 arise	 themselves.	 By	 participating	 in	
the	blog	competition,	the	participants	grant	
the	organiser	 the	 right	 to	use	 their	 articles	
within	 the	 blog	 competition	 2016	 free	 of	
charge,	mentioning	the	name	of	the	author	
and	the	blog	in	online	and	print	media.	Fur-
thermore,	 NFI	 is	 authorised	 to	 translate	
articles	 into	 English	 and/or	 German	 if	 nec-
essary	 and	 publish	 these	 translations	 as	
well.	 Participants	 are	 entitled	 to	 use	 the	
articles	for	their	own	purposes.	
	
Data	collected	is	only	used	in	the	course	of	
the	 competition	 and	will	 not	 be	passed	on	
to	third	parties.	

Submission	
Blog	 entries	 can	 be	 submitted	 in	 digital	
form	 only,	 via	 e-mail	 to	 tourismlog@nf-
int.org.	 Please	 indicate	 your	 first	 and	 last	
name,	 the	name	of	 the	blog	and	a	 valid	e-
mail	address.	
	
	
File	names	
Bloggerwettbewerb2016_country_first	
name	last	name_blog	name_title		
e.g.:	 Bloggerwettbewerb2016_UK_	 John	 Q	
Public_travelblog_travelling	respectfully	
(please	do	not	use	umlauts)	
	
Up-to-date	information	on	the	competition	
can	be	found	on:	
tourismlog.wordpress.com.	

Naturefriends	 International	 (NFI)	 is	 the	
international	 umbrella	 organisation	 of	 the	 Na-
turefriends	 movement,	 uniting	 over	 500,000	
members	 in	 45	 member	 organisations	 around	
the	 world.	 Founded	 in	 1895	 in	 Vienna,	 Nature-
friends	champion	sustainable	development	at	all	
levels.	As	member	of	the	Green10,	Naturefriends	
are	amongst	the	largest	European	environmental	
organisations.	 Naturefriends	 offer	 leisure-time	
activities,	 have	 a	 network	 of	 over	 1000	 Nature-
friends	 houses	 and	 launch	 international	 envi-
ronmental	campaigns.	

More	information:	
	www.nf-int.org,	http://www.respect.at	

Contact:	Katrin	Karschat	
Phione.:	+43	1	892387722	
E-Mail:	tourismlog@nf-int.org	

Text:	Katrin	Karschat,	Cornelia	Kühhas	
Background	picture:	NFI	Project	
„Grüne	Wege“:		„Alpiner	Weg“,	
Karask	(2001)	

	



	

	

	
Our	partners	and	sponsors	

Climbing	Hall	Vienna	
	
With	its	total	indoor	climbing	area	of	2700	sqm,	the	Naturefriends	Climbing	Hall	
Vienna	is	one	of	the	biggest	climbing	halls	in	Austria.	
Besides	the	indoor	climbing	area,	an	outdoor	area	was	built	in	2008,	boasting	a	
fully	roofed	bouldering	wall	that	complies	with	all	competition	standards.	This	
wall	offers	another	260	sqm	of	climbing	area.	The	3000	sqm	outdoor	area	also	
offers	six	blocks	of	natural	stone	for	bouldering	and	a	slackline	park.	
	
www.kletterhallewien.at	
	

Naturefriends	Stockerau	
	
The	boat	house	of	Naturefriends	Stockerau	(Lower	Austria)	is	idyllically	situated	
at	the	waterside;	the	extensive	area	is	perfect	for	hiking	and	enjoying	nature.	The	
self-catering	house	(with	a	restaurant	close	by)	also	provides	canoes	to	rent.	Ca-
noeing	tours	through	the	protected	area	Stockerau	take	place	on	a	regular	basis:	
don’t	miss	the	opportunity	of	peacefully	floating	through	the	Danube	flood	
planes	at	leisurely	pace!	
	
stockerau.naturfreunde.at	

magdas	Hotel	
	
Stay	open-minded.	Look	for	the	special	things.		
magdas	HOTEL	is	a	colourful	place	of	togetherness	–	for	globetrotters,	city	visi-
tors,	gourmets,	for	those	searching	and	for	those	finding.	The	hotel	is	run	by	
twenty	former	refugees	and	ten	hotel	experts	and	has	been	designed	together	
with	artists,	architects	and	students.	All	this	makes	magdas	HOTEL	a	place	for	
encounters,	over	and	above	those	usual	for	a	hotel.	
	
www.magdas-hotel.at	
	



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

Naturefriends	SWITZERLAND	
	
Naturefriends	Switzerland	(NFS)	count	approximately	140	groups	and	18,000	
members.	
	
The	Naturefriends	House	St.	Jakob	lies	far	from	the	Gotthard	road	traffic	chaos,	
in	the	middle	of	a	wild	mountain	valley.	It’s	an	old	Uri	house	which	was	built	by	
seemingly	short	people	for	short	mountain	farmers.	We	run	the	house	because	
it	is	soothing	to	the	soul:	heating	with	wood,	taking	your	time,	preparing	good	
food,	enjoying	the	view	of	the	mountains.	And	the	best	of	all:	the	Internet	con-
nection	is	lousy.	
	
Change	of	location:	Lucerne,	“the“	tourism	city.	Or	rather,	a	village	with	60,000	
inhabitants	flooded	by	one	million	tourists	every	year,	but	avoiding	the	“ant	
trails”	easily	and	merrily,	and	this	is	worth	the	effort.	Our	motto	for	guests	is	
“Reading	the	city	instead	of	reading”	(Stadt	lesen	statt	lesen).	However,	we	
learn	more	from	attentive	guests	than	guests	learn	from	us.	This	is	why	we	are	
glad	to	accommodate	guests	in	a	small	apartment	in	Kriens	and	guide	them	
through	Lucerne.	
	
http://www.naturfreunde.ch/	
	

Friends	of	Nature	House	Kirk	Yetholm	
	
Kirk	Yetholm	Friends	of	Nature	House,	nestling	below	the	picturesque	village	
green,	is	a	former	village	school	that	has	been	offering	hostel	style	accommodation	
for	over	70	years.	A	great	base	for	local	day	hikes,	particularly	suited	to	individuals,	
families	and	small	groups.	Recently	upgraded,	the	house	offers	a	friendly	and	
peaceful	retreat	after	a	day	exploring	the	stunning	countryside	and	local	heritage.	
There	is	a	comfortable	lounge,	a	well	equipped	kitchen,	seating	for	18	in	the	dining	
area	and	secure	bike	storage.	Evening	meals	and	breakfast	are	available	in	adjacent	
Border	Hotel.	Well	stocked	village	shop	and	other	eateries	10	min’s	walk	away.	
	
	www.naturefriends.org.uk	
	



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

LEBENSART	–	the	magazine	for	a	sustainable	lifestyle	
	
You	live	your	life	just	as	you	like	but	always	stay	fair	towards	other	people	and	the	
planet?	If	this	is	the	case,	LEBENART	is	the	magazine	you	need	–	you’ll	get	to	know	
many	like-minded	people.	The	well-researched,	inspiring	articles	cover	a	range	of	
topics	with	great	ease,	from	new	forms	of	mobility	and	living,	over	healthy	food	to	
worthwhile	destinations.	Fascinating	persons	talk	about	their	commitment	and	
how	they	contribute	to	making	the	world	a	better	place	and	experts	reveal	devel-
opments	of	the	future.	
	
www.lebensart.at	
	
BUSINESSART	–	the	sustainable	business	magazine	with	a	vision	
	
Acting	sustainably	and	responsibly:	that	sounds	great,	but	can	you	also	be	econom-
ically	successful	while	doing	that?	Many	Austrian	businesses	show	that	you	can.	In	
BUSINESSART,	you	can	read	about	entrepreneurs	and	managers	who	don’t	cast	
aside	their	values	upon	entering	the	office.	Learn	about	the	challenges	they	face	
and	how	they	succeed,	how	they	create	valuable	products	and	where	they	create	
jobs.	
	
www.businessart.at		
	
Get	a	free	example:	service@lebensart.at	
	

FAIRTRADE	
	
FAIRTRADE	is	effective	combat	against	poverty:	the	objective	is	to	create	a	world	in	
which	all	smallhold	farmer	families	and	employees	at	plantations	in	the	Global	
South	can	sustainably	live	a	save,	dignified	life	and	actively	shape	their	future.	Fair	
Trade	links	consumers	and	smallhold	farmer	families	and	employees	at	plantations	
in	the	Global	South.	
	
www.fairtrade.at	
	


